Acute non-lymphocytic leukemia with expression of surface antigen CD7--morphological, cytochemical, immunological and ultrastructural features in eight patients.
Of late, there has been an increase in the number of acute leukemias coexpressing markers believed to be restricted to a single lineage. Eight patients with ANLL whose blast coexpressed the T cell associated CD7 antibody were identified among 462 consecutive ANLL cases. Seven had FAB defined AML according to morphocytochemical criteria, whereas one patient was classified as MO on the basis of ultrastructural studies. The incidence of CD7 positivity was particularly significant in the less differentiated sub-types MO and M1 compared to other FAB sub-groups. Detailed long term studies will be required to realize their biological and clinical significance.